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Off Highway Vehicle License Fund Grant 
Application Packet 

 

October 30, 2015 
 

Submitted by the Central Coast Motorcycle Association 
www.centralcoastmoto.com 

P. O. Box 4942 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 

 
Division of California Trail Users Coalition 

www.ctuc.org 

 3550 Foothill Boulevard 
Glendale, Ca 

91214 
 

Please contact:  Mark Miller  
pismomillers@sbcglobal.net 

805-441-2092 
 

 
 

Access Road Maintenance and Improvements 
 
 

1. Date of Application:  October 30, 2014 
 

 
 

2. Applicant -              Central Coast Motorcycle Association 
P. O. Box 4942 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
Contact: Mark Miller    pismomillers@sbcglobal.net    805-441-2092 

C/o California Trail User’s Coalition 
3550 Foothill Blvd. 
Glendale, CA 91214 

 
See attached verification of non-profit status 

 
3. Project title – Access Road Maintenance and Improvements 
 

4. Amount of funding requested: $20,000 
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5. Complete project description 
Maintenance and upgrades are needed on sections of Hi Mountain road that provide access to 
OHV recreational routes in the National Forest and full utilization of OHV opportunities. 
 

Brief history of this segment of road.    

 

High Mountain Road is one of the oldest roads in San Luis Obispo County.  Originally 
constructed as a stage coach road to connect the towns of Pozo and Arroyo Grande, the road 
has more recently become a favorite back country byway. The road provides access to sites 
such as the Hi Mountain Lookout and High Mountain Campground.  

At one time High Mountain Road was established as a county road through a right of way 
agreement with a private land owner.  As part of this agreement, the County of San Luis 
Obispo and the US Forest entered into an agreement to transfer an easement, along with 
maintenance responsibilities, from the county to the Forest.   

For various reasons the Forest Service did not finalize the agreement.  The County, however, 
removed this segment of the road from the “County Maintained” road system.  Because Forest 
Service regulations prohibit the use of federal funding for maintenance or repairs of roads on 
non-federal lands little if any maintenance has been performed since 2007 and the condition 
of the roadway has deteriorated. Forest leadership recently changed and the County is 
presently working with the Forest Service to develop a maintenance agreement for segments 
of the road located on non-federal land.   

San Luis Obispo County Public Works Department has proposed that funding for 
maintenance of the road located on non-federal land be made available from off-highway 
vehicle funds.  This agency will have project management responsibility.  County Public 
Works intends to develop and let a contract for improvements on portions of the road that will 
assure compliance with applicable county, state and federal regulations. 

This grant proposal would provide one time partial funding in the amount of $20,000 for 
improvements to these sections of High Mountain Road. The primary funding source would 
be off highway vehicle “in lieu” funds that the County distributes internally for identified 
needs. 

Total Project costs are expected to be $80,000; $60,000 from County internal funds, and 
$20,000 from this grant. 

The scope of the project will be to regrade the road surface, repairing and/or incorporating 
new water control features as needed to reduce risk of erosion and improve sustainability.   

 
Match:  The CCMA will provide grant administrative management as well as some logistical 
support. Volunteers will conduct before and after roadway condition surveys and 
documentation of progress.  CCMA volunteers will be on site whenever possible while the work 
is being performed. 
 
The CCMA can provide a trail dozer, 4X4 pickup and equipment trailer, utility vehicles, and 
hand tools as part of the match if needed. 
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6. Objective of project 
 

Provide essential partial funding for improvements of portions of Hi Mountain to keep it as a 
viable access route to both motorized and non-motorized recreation in the National Forest. 

  
7. Project completion schedule 

 
The road work is planned for the fall/winter/spring of 2016/2017 whenever weather and soil 
conditions permit. 
 
 

8. Justification for project  
 
This section of High Mountain road provides access to the national Forest including OHV 
recreational routes such as the Garcia Ridge jeep trail, as well as High Mountain Lookout and 
High Mountain Campground.  Federal funding is not currently available to maintain it.  
Utilizing County OHV “in lieu” funds would provide one-time funding for improvements to 
prevent further deterioration of the roadway until a road maintenance agreement is 
established.   
 
 
Number of persons served: 
 
Based on estimated use of the Pozo/La Panza Trail System documented below, it is estimated 
that this roadway is utilized for access to OHV Routes by 2500 users per year.  Its use for 
motorized access to non-motorized recreational opportunities is estimated to be much higher, 
perhaps 14,000 trips per year. 
 
Estimated use of the Pozo/La Panza Trail System 
 
We estimate that the Navajo Flats staging area receives, at a minimum, 5000 and 7500 visits 
per year.  This is based on traffic counter data collected by the Forest Service. Trail traffic 
counter data recorded during 2009 revealed that Burnout trail, which originates from the 
Navajo Flats Staging area, received approximately 10,000 trips. Red Hill Road, which 
provides access to the Navajo Flats staging area, received over 14,000 trips. 1 

 
14% of “walk in” inquiries at the Forest Service office in Santa Maria were OHV 
 related2. 

 

                                            
1 Trail Counter Data, Santa Lucia Ranger District, 2005-2009 – see Attachment B, Visitor Use Data 
2 Walk-in tally 2012, US Forest Service, Santa Maria District Office 
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National Forest Visitor Use (NVUM) data was collected for Los Padres National Forest 
in 2009.  A NVUM survey for 2014 is in process but results were not available at the 
time of this application.  
 
2009 Results are attached and can be verified by using the interactive web site found 
here: http://apps.fs.usda.gov/nrm/nvum/results/A05007.aspx/Round2. The Survey 
reports approximately 50 vehicles per day at the Turkey Flats staging area on the two 
days surveyed.3  Turkey Flats is a second staging area for the Pozo La Panza OHV area.  
NVUM survey data is not available for Navajo Flats.  
 
OHV recreation is popular in San Luis Obispo County. San Luis Obispo OHV 
Registrations (green sticker) totaled 7,027 for a population of 253,600 (California Fuel 
Tax Study, 2006).4  OHV recreation is popular in  the Western States. 17.6 % of the 
population over age 16 has participated in OHV use.  12% of population is 16 or older. 5 
(Cordell et al., 2008.) 
 

Alternatives: 
 

a. Complete a maintenance agreement for this section of High Mountain road so that 
it qualifies for federal road maintenance funds. With new leadership on the Los 
Padres Forest County Public Works officials are hopeful that an agreement can be 
reached between the two agencies.  However, due to the complexity of such 
agreements both parties expect this to take more than two years. In the interim the 
road will further deteriorate. 
    

 
b. Do not perform road maintenance.  This is not considered a viable alternative.  

This section of road could be expected to degrade and a road closure could be 
necessary to assure public safety. Deferring maintenance for a few years would 
lead to degradation that would require greater cost to correct.  Regular 
maintenance reduces the need for more costly improvements.   

 
9. Long range plans and maintenance of the project 
 

As stated in section 8, above County OHV in lieu funds would provide interim improvement 
and maintenance funding.  The long term maintenance of this section of High Mountain road 
should be funded via other sources. 
  

                                            
3 Non-Proxy Results by Survey Day, National Visitor Use Monitoring, US Forest Service, 2009 
http://apps.fs.usda.gov/nrm/nvum/results/A05007.aspx/Round2. Accessed Feb 2013. 
4 Estimating the State Fuel Tax Paid on Gasoline Used in the Off-Highway Operation of Vehicles for 
Recreation: Survey Results, September 2006, Table 4.1, page 4-6. California State Parks. 
http://ohv.parks.ca.gov/pages/1140/files/fuel%20tax%20survey%20report.pdf 
5 Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation in the United States and its Regions and States: A National Report from the 
National Survey on Recreation and the Environment (NSRE), February, 2008, H. Ken Cordell 
Carter J. Betz, Gary T. Green, Becky Stephens. USDA Forest Service, 2008. 
http://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/ohv/IrisRec1rpt.pdf 
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The owners of private land traversed by this road segment have granted the County an easement. 
The road is identified as a non-county maintained road.  Forest Service regulations do not allow 
federal funds to be used for roads that traverse private land.  
 
11. Land owner authorization for the project 

The Forest Service and the County have the right to maintain the road and they support this 
project.  See attached letters from those agencies. 
 

12. History of condition and status of resource and expected benefits 

Historically this section of High Mountain road was maintained through an agreement 
between the Forest and the County and was well maintained with regular maintenance until 
approximately 2007- 2008. 

Due to the recent lack of a maintenance agreement between the County and Forest there has 
been no source of funding and no maintenance performed since that time.  Over the last 7 
years the roadway has deteriorated such that its continued use as an access route to the Forest 
is in jeopardy. 

This project will provide maintenance for portions of roadway needing improvement ensuring 
this access route will remain open to the public.  In addition the project will minimize 
potential resource damage due to water runoff and soil erosion. 

 

 
13. Copies of design plans etc. 

See project site map in section10.   
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14. Detailed description and estimated costs 

CATEGORY QTY UNIT*

UNIT

COST SUBTOTAL MATCH

GRANT

REQUEST

TOTAL

PROJECT 

COST

Volunteers 16 hrs $20.00 $320.00 $320.00 $0.00 $320.00

County Public Works Staff (oversee Contract etc.) 32 hrs $20.00 $640.00 $640.00 $0.00 $640.00

$960.00 $960.00 $0.00 $960.00

Grading contract 1.00 ea $20,000.00 $20,000.00 $0.00 $20,000.00 $20,000.00

$20,000.00 $0.00 $20,000.00 $20,000.00

1.00 ea $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Volunteer Vehicle Use 2.00 days $150.00 $300.00 $300.00 $0.00 $300.00

$300.00 $300.00 $0.00 $300.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$21,260.00 $1,260.00 $20,000.00 $21,260.00

$2,000.00 $2,000.00 $0.00 $2,000.00

TOTAL $23,260.00 $3,260.00 $20,000.00 $23,260.00

$23,000 $3,000 $20,000 $23,000

STAFF TOTAL:

EQUIPMENT USE EXPENSES:

MATERIALS/SUPPLIES:

                                                     2016/2017 Access Road Maintenance and Improvements

CONTRACTS:

TOTAL (Rounded to the nearest $1,000 ) :

INDIRECT COSTS (Administrative Costs Not to exceed 10% of Request amount) :

EQUIPMENT USE EXPENSES TOTAL:

EQUIPMENT PURCHASES TOTAL:

EQUIPMENT PURCHASES:

OTHER TOTAL:

SUBTOTAL:

OTHER:

MATERIALS/SUPPLIES TOTAL:

CONTRACTS TOTAL:

STAFF:

PROJECT TITLE: 

*Unit: Enter the appropriate unit of measure (e.g., hours = hrs., months = mos., each = ea., feet = ft., miles = mi., 
miscellaneous = misc., package = pkg.)  

 
 
15. Amount of match funds, materials, and volunteer labor designated for project: 

Volunteer labor and vehicle will be used to document project progress. 
 
County staff will develop and let a road improvement contract. 
 
Volunteer labor and resources will be used for administrative (indirect) costs associated with 
the project.  This will eliminate a $2000.00 portion of the allowable amount of 10% of the 
requested funding. 
 
Total match value: $3,260.00  (16%) 
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16. Experience of applicant in completing similar projects 

2009 - The Central Coast Motorcycle Association first applied for San Luis Obispo County 
OHV License funds in 2009.  The CCMA was awarded $15,000 to complete trail maintenance 
and $10,000 for specialist surveys needed to complete planning for the Navajo Flats Project.  
The trail maintenance was successfully completed by the California Conservation Corps and 
CCMA in April of 2009.  The Navajo Flats Plan was completed by the US Forest Service in 
2012 as the first phase of the current Navajo Flats Improvement Project. 
 
2011 – The Central Coast Motorcycle Association was awarded $25,000 from the SLO County 
OHV License Fund for trail reconstruction.  Work was completed on the Mare Springs trail in 
May 2011 by the CCC with the CCMA providing construction materials and logistical support. 
 
2012 - The Central Coast Motorcycle Association was awarded $25,000 from the SLO County 
OHV License fund for a two phase project that would include phase 1, flagging of trail reroutes, 
followed by phase 2, environmental surveys necessary to study the reroutes for construction. 
The reroutes were flagged in during May-June of 2013. Preliminary biological surveys have 
been completed and the Forest Service will soon open scoping for the project.  
 
2013 - The Central Coast Motorcycle Association was awarded $41,000 for furnishings for the 
Navajo Flats Improvement Project and $8000 for development of the Turkey Flats Concept 
design through the San Luis Obispo County OHV Grants program. Both projects have been 
completed.  In addition, the CCMA received a Ground Operations grant for trail and facility 
maintenance from the State OHV Division grants program and $19,000 from the Recreational 
Trails Program, also for the Navajo Flats Improvement Project. 
 
2014 – The Central Coast Motorcycle Association was awarded:  

$23,090.04  for restoration projects.  Approximately 1000 linear feet of fencing was 
repaired last year using these funds.  Additional work is anticipated this year when 
conditions permit. 

$41,000.00  for completing an Environmental Assessment for rerouting of 10 sections of 
OHV trail on the Los Padres National Forest.  Significant progress has been made on this 
project, however there have been delays due to the retirement of the Forest archaeologist. 
We anticipate release of the environmental planning documents by January of 2016.   

$21,000.00 for the purchase of a trail dozer. This purchase has been completed and the 
dozer was used for maintenance last year. 

 
2015 – The Central Coast Motorcycle Association was awarded:  

$40,000 for Trail Maintenance projects  
$12,000 for Trail Maintenance Equipment Purchase 
 
 

 
17. Allowable Use Criteria and Grant Evaluation Criteria 

Meets the criteria for Operation and Maintenance category because: 
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a. It sustains existing off-highway motor vehicle recreation opportunities.  

b. Improves support facilities (access road) for motorized recreation as well as access to non-
motorized recreation through trail maintenance. 

 

Grant Evaluation Criteria: 

a. The money requested for ground operations/maintenance will be used to maintain access to off-
highway motor vehicle recreation opportunities and motorized access to non-motorized 
recreation activities. 

b. Approximately 16% match of the project cost consisting of volunteer labor and resources (see 
section 15).  

c. Past performance in completing and administrating grant project is good (see section 16). 

d. Benefit of project is estimated to be to more than 7000 people (based on county OHV 
registration records for 2006, see section 8). 
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Attachment 1    Verification of Non-Profit Status 
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Attachment 2   Forest Service Letter of Support 
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Attachment 3   Cal Fire Letter of Support 
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Attachment 4   SLO County Public Works Informational Letter of Support 
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